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Some modal verbs change form when used to talk about 
the future. Others cannot be used in the future at all, and 
have to be replaced with other modal verbs or phrases.

New language  “Will be able to,” “will have to”

Vocabulary  Legal terms

New skill  Expressing future ability and obligation

Modal verbs in the future

KEY LANGUAGE “CAN” IN THE FUTURE
It is not 
grammatically 
possible to talk 
about the future 
using “can.”  
“Will be able to” 
 is used instead.

The negative  
is formed with  
“not able to” or 
“unable to.” 

REWRITE THE SENTENCES TO REFER TO THE FUTURE

“Will can” is incorrect.

You can also use “will be unable to,” 
but it’s less common.
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New language  “Will be able to,” “will have to”

Vocabulary  Legal terms

New skill  Expressing future ability and obligation

KEY LANGUAGE “MUST” AND “HAVE TO” IN THE FUTURE
There is no future 
form of “must.” 
The future of 
“have to” is 
formed with  
the auxiliary  
verb “will.”

The negative  
is formed by 
adding “not” 
between “will” 
and “have.”

REWRITE THE SENTENCES PUTTING THE WORDS IN THE CORRECT ORDER

“Will must” is incorrect.
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READ THE ARTICLE AND WRITE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS  
AS FULL SENTENCES
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LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE WORDS  
IN THE PANEL

READ THE CLUES AND WRITE THE ANSWERS IN THE CORRECT  
PLACES ON THE GRID

CHECKLIST

 “Will be able to,” “will have to”   Legal terms    Expressing future ability and obligation  

A radio show is reporting 
on a new law concerning 
farmers’ land. 
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